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PR0F03.»L  1.10  '  FOREIGN  IINISTER  EDEN 
TO  jiI  IB.. 33AD0R  SHIGKMI1SU  ON  7  FE3RILJIY 
SHO1.;.-,  16,  194-1 

1.  At  the  first  interview  with  the  Foreign  .ainister 
after  the  formation  of  the  EONOYE  Cabinet,  .-uubassudor  GRalGEE 
c "pressed,  the  hope  that  the  new  Cjbinet  would  collaborate 

and  settle  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  by  friendly 
ie a sure a  a  .  did  tho  preceding  Cabinet.  To  this  Foreign 
..inis ter  .L.TSUOXA  replied  that  the  Cabinet  was  considering 
Carefully  the  general  policy  for  the  future,  and  added  at  the 
sane  ti^e,  as  his  unofficial  idea,  that  a  general  improvement 
of  the  relation  bot'.‘.eon  Japan  end  England  could  not  bo  hoped 
for,  and  a  strained  situation  between  Japan  and  England  in 
the  future  was  inevitable. 

Two  days  after  tho  interview  occurred  the  arrests  of 
many  Englishmen  in  Japan  and  ^oroa,  on  which  a  joint  statemenl 
by  tho  war  ..inistor  and  ..inister  of  Justice  was  issued,  givi  g 
generally  the  impression  of  the  existence  of  an  English  spy 
ring  in  Japan.  But  the  result  of  tho  trial  was  that  they 
were  _-uni9hcd  for  trivial  matters,  and  there  was  nothing  about 
spie3. 

This  was  the  general  situation  in  July  and  august.  In 
September  Japan  concluded  tho  Tripartita  a-act  and  formally 
joined  on  the  side  of  Germany  and  Italy,  enemies  of  Britain. 
The  public  speeches  of  statesmen  and  the  tendency  of  the 
press  wore  deepening  more  and  .aore  anxiety  on  the  part  of 
England. 

2,  Foreign  Minister  .Io.TSIJ0Ka  said  im  his  official 
statement  that  the  Tripartite  Fact  .vas  a  pact  of  peace,  und 
you  also  stated  that  the  main  policy  of  Japan  was  to  overcome 
the  difficulties  of  the  China  affair  and  restoro  order  in 
East  ^sia.  But  judging  from  facts  which  havs  happened  since 
then,  and  considering  all  the  indications  that  the  sphere  of 
influence  of  Japan  is  being  enlarged  to  dominate  -.ast  ..sia, 
frantcly  th~  above  oxg lunation  is  hard  to  understand. 

In  this  connection  tae  British  Government  wishes  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  impropriety  of  tile  statement  of 
Foreign  .inister  -L-JiYiUOiCrt.  concerning  Japanese  aspirations  in 
Burma.  .*s  regards  Indo- China  and  Thailand  also,  recent 
situations  have  not  mitigated  tho  strained  relation  in  the 
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Fur  East  or  oil,  Foreign  .Minister  1..-.TSU0KL.  raid  that  only 
Japan  had  the  right  to  mediate  in  the  conflicts  in  the  Far 
East,  but  the  British  Govern  ^ni.  can  not  approve  of  this 
claim. 

If  the  purpose  of  the  mediation  were  merely  to  bring 
about  a  settlement  of  conflicts,  Britain  would  welcome  it  like 
all  the  other  countries.  But  ve  have  received  tne  disquieting 
information  that  Japan  had  brought  pressure  to  beur  on  indo- 
China  w?.d  Thailand,  and  wo  have  come  to  entertain  misgivings 
whether  Japan  were  not  using  this  mediation  as  a  pretext  to 
secure  far-reaching  political  and  military  concessions  from 
both  those  countrios--e ,g.  newspaper  information  reports  that 
Camran  Boy  and  all  the  existing  air-fields  will  be  U3ed  by 
Japan. 

3.  The  most  i.iportent  f-ct  is  the  recont  report  of 
Ambassador  Croigie,  informing  us  that  "In  Jap^n  the  prevailing 
impression  is  that  the  crisis  in  the  Far  bast  will  occur 
within  these  two  or  three  weeks". 

* . ho t  do  those  facts  moan?  ./ho  is  challenging  whom? 

Should  -• e  believe  that  u  sort  of  advance  planned  by  Japan 
•rill  bo  carried  out  simultaneously  with  the  German  attack  on 
England  proper,  and  if  so  should  Britain  assume  that  her 
territories  in  the  Far  Last  arc  in  danger  of  an  attack  by 
Japan?  It  is  hard  for  me  to  understand  the  situation. 
Geographically  Japan  is  in  in  advantageous  position,  so  that 
oho  can  re  lain  entirely  aloof  fro.i  the  calamity  of  war  if 
she  so  desires,  and  moreover  sno  is  not  bei.r,  tnreatonod  by 
any  one,  certainly  not  by  England. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  frankly,  it  scums  to  me  that 
Japan  lies  many  reasons  for  not  intervening  in  another  'war 
after  four  yoars  of  tne  China  Incident.  In  my  opinion,  Japan 
can  not  but  recognise  her  reason  for  being  on  unfriendly  terras 
with  Britain  and  the  United  States,  but  as  proved  by  history, 
it  can  not  be  denied  that  tha  prosperity  of  Japan  was  at  its 
best  when  she  was  at  friendly  relations  witn  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  So  it  is  hard  for  ..a  to  understand  the  reason 
v/hy  .ambassador  Craigio  reported  of  tao  sphere  of  crisis  in¬ 
creasing  in  Jcpo.n.  It  scorns  to  me  that  the  aim  of  the 
Japanese  statesmen  is  to  indicate  the  approach  of  a  huge 
confusion. 
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4.  You  will  be  able  to  understand  txiat  it  is  impossibl 
to  disregard  the  above  signs  and  portents,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  to  tell  you  clearly  cur  standpoint.  England  has 
territories  iu  the  Far  Last,  but  she  lias  no  aggressive 
intentions;  however,  she  does  not  intend  to  sacrifice  nuse 
territories  by  orders  from  any  other  country,  .ma^urthoruoro 
it  is  L.i00ssible  to  a; prove  of  the  principle  tnat  0  apart  is  th 
solo  country  having  the  right  to  a^nister  and  control  i 
destin'"  of  all  tho  inhabitants  (including  tne  English)  in  tne 
Far  East.  There  is  no  douot  that  Britain  vn.ll  protect  ner 
t?rri* ori as  '•  n  t ■'i c  x’ar  ii^st  with  tne  utmost  vigor,  ix  tn«y 
ahoStl  be  attecS,  und  defend  the  security  and  welfare  of 
the  inhabitants. 


5.  In  addition,  I  'wish  to  mention  two  points. 


Tho  first 
Japan  deciding 
former  allied  r 
’wrath  of  Jape.n 
that  I  hope  and 
Japan  will  not 
can  not  ’out  hop 
Japan  /ill  net 
with  which  she 


ooint  is  as  follows:  There  is  no  objection 
her  own  pclicjr,  but  js  an  old  friend  &nd  a 


to 


ower ,  I  do 


not  think  I  '/ill  bring  down  tho 


upon  nyself  for  saying  the  following  tmng-- 
pray  that  the  policy  about  to  bo  taken  up  by 
load  to  a  terrible  disaster,  .and  moreover  I 
a  that,  by  cooperatin’  ’with  Germany  and  Italy, 
depart  from  her  wise  caution  and  good  senso 
built  uo  her  0reat  national  power  and 


prosperity  in  the  past 


The  second  point  is  as  follows:  It  is  runored  that 
concerning  the  war  situation,  news  advantageous  to  Britain 


pm!  and  there  is  propagated  an  idea 

*  '  .  .  .  .  1.  .a  M..i  M  On  4- 


i*.  SU’DrosoGd  in  ^  >  -** ^  -  —  *  —  *  w 

that  Britain  is  a  decadent  country  on  the  brink  of  ruin, 
as  you  know,  the  real  spirit  of  the  English  people  o.  today 
is  no  such  thing.  Not  only  is  there  a  strong  determination 
of  an  absolute  national  unity  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
British  Empire,  but  also  England  possesses  vast  natural 
resources  and  his  unlimited  assistance  from  series.  ..hateve. 
happens  it  is  obvious  that  the  British  Empire  will  not  fail 
in  ?h?s  conflict .  G,r..any  is  exaggerating  that  she  can  conquer 
this  Island  Empire,  but  we  are  convinced  of  her  failure,  we 
averted  the  crisis  in  September  last  year,  and  at  present 
England’s  power  on  land,  on  sea,  and  in  t.xe  air  has  increased 
neatly  from  that  time.  The  English  nation  is  convinoea  that 
Gsr  iany  will  fail  in  her  attempt  to  conquer  England,  ana  oe 
defeated  in  this  war. 
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CEE  T  I  F  I  C  A  T  E 


W.D.C.  Uo. 


I.P.S.  llo.  1335  A_(2) 


I, 


fCi.nt.flTr.nnt  of  Source  and  Authenticity. 

EAYASHI  6on.  - - hereby  certify 


that  I  am  officially  connected  with  the  Japanese  Government  in  the 
following  capacity:  . Chief  ,pX. - Jn£fm<L§e - 

v7TQ\fn  offiCQ  - - - - - - - - - - 

and  that  as  ouch  official  I  have  custody  of  the  document  hereto 

attached  consisting  of  .JjjL.  ™£ob,  dated  .7  Feh^_  ,  1941.  and 

descrihod  as  follows:  ■■■■ -  ~~ 


jreqpnSAL  FROM  FOREIGN  MHISTSR  jflSgULO  AMBASSADOR  SHIGEMITSU. 
-r  ■?  77.  ■R1IARY  SHOVA  16,^41. - - - - - - 


I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an  official 
document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  part  of  the 
cial  archives  and  files  of  the  following  named  ministry  or  department 
(specifying  also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  othor 
official  designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the  document  in  the 

archives  or  files):  _ Forci&u  - - - 


Signed  at  ?okyp _  on  this 

21ot  day  Of  Soot..  1946, 

Witness:  /a/  Ha^aharu — 0do_ 


U  ♦  y, -  -  ■  —  - 

Signature  of  Official 

SEaJj 


Chief  L  Are.  Vi  Wes  Sect., 
Official  Capacity 
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